
 
 

The Ultimate Closet Measurement ​
Guide & Checklist 

1. Introduction and Quality Standards 
Accurate measurements are the absolute foundation of a custom closet system. To ensure a 
professional-grade fit for your cabinetry and shelving, all dimensions must be recorded precisely 
to the nearest 1/8". Walls are rarely perfectly square or plumb; therefore, taking multiple 
measurements across the same surface is required to identify variances and ensure a seamless 
installation. 

The Golden Rule of Measuring 
Always record the smallest measurement found for design purposes. If a measurement falls 
between marks on the tape, round down slightly. It is far better to have a small gap that can be 
trimmed than a system that physically will not fit the space. 

2. Essential Tools and Preparation Checklist 

Required Tools 
​25 ft Tape Measure: Necessary for capturing all wall lengths and ceiling heights. 
​Notepad & Pencil: Used to sketch the layout and record every dimension. 
​Step Stool or Ladder: Required for safely reaching the ceiling and identifying overhead 
obstacles. 

​Measuring Partner: A second person is vital to keep the tape measure level over long 
distances and hold the end flush against the walls. 

Optional but Helpful Tools 
​Laser Measurer: Highly recommended for quickly capturing dimensions on longer walls. 
​Angle Finder or Level: Used to verify the squareness of corners and the pitch of sloped 
ceilings. 



 
 

Preparation Tip 
Clear the Space: Before you begin, remove all clothing, existing shelving, and items blocking 
the walls, corners, or floor. To achieve professional accuracy, the tape measure must sit flush 
against the actual wall surfaces. 

Step 1: Measuring Wall Widths 
To account for walls that may not be perfectly vertical, you must measure the width of every wall 
in three distinct locations. 
 

●​ Measure the width in three places: just above the baseboards, at mid-height (waist 
level), and near the ceiling. Note: Measurements must be taken above the baseboards 
so the cabinetry can sit flush against the wall. 

●​ Sketch a "bird's-eye view" (top-down) floor plan of your closet on your notepad. Label 
each wall clearly (e.g., "Back Wall," "Left Return") so your data corresponds to the 
correct location. 

●​ Capture all "return walls." A return wall is the short wall section that runs perpendicular 
to the door opening, connecting the side walls to the front of the closet. 

●​ Repeat this process for every wall section in the room. 

Step 2: Determining Closet Depth 
The method for determining depth depends on your closet configuration. 
 

Closet Type Measurement Method 

Reach-in Closets Measure side walls from the back wall to the 
inside of the door trim. 

Walk-in Closets Measure the clear distance between all 
opposing walls. 

Pro-Tip 
For maximum precision, start your measurement at the 1-inch mark on the tape rather than the 
end. This eliminates inaccuracies caused by the "tang"—the metal hook at the end of the tape 
that is designed to move slightly. (Remember to subtract 1 inch from your final recorded total). If 
planning a walk-in island, verify there is at least 36 inches of walkway space between the island 
and the wall-mounted components. 



 
 

Step 3: Vertical Space and Ceiling Height 
Ceiling heights can fluctuate significantly. Follow these steps to capture the vertical clearance: 
 

1.​ Measure the distance from the floor to the ceiling in at least four different locations. 
2.​ Record the lowest height found; this is the maximum height your closet system can be. 
3.​ Identify and measure any soffits, bulkheads, or ceiling drops that protrude into the 

storage area. 
4.​ Sloped Ceilings: If the ceiling is slanted, record the height at the lowest point and the 

height at the highest point to determine the angle. 

Step 4: Doors, Openings, and Clearances 
The entry point dictates the usable wall space for your system. Measure and record the 
following dimensions: 
 

​Door Width (Frame to Frame): ________________________ 
​Door Height (Floor to Top of Frame): ________________________ 
​Header Space: (The distance from the top of the door trim to the ceiling): 
________________________ 

​Door Type & Swing: (e.g., Bifold, Sliding, or Swinging). For swinging doors, does it 
swing IN or OUT? ________________________ 

​Potential Obstructions: (Note any hinges, door tracks, or door stops that might block 
drawers): ________________________ 

Step 5: Identifying Obstacles & Utilities (Obstacle Audit) 

Perform a thorough audit to ensure your design does not block essential services. Locate and 
measure the distance of these items from the nearest corner: 

Electrical/Lighting 
​Outlets: ________________________ 
​Light Switches: ________________________ 
​Light Fixtures (Wall or Ceiling): ________________________ 

HVAC/Plumbing 
​Air Vents (Airflow must remain clear): ________________________ 
​Baseboard Heaters: ________________________ 
​Exposed Pipes: ________________________ 



 
 

Structural/Access 
​Windows/Window Trim: ________________________ 
​Access Panels (Plumbing/Electrical): ________________________ 
​Structural Columns or Protrusions: ________________________ 
​Attic Access Hatches: ________________________ 

Step 6: Final Verification Checklist 
Before submitting your dimensions, perform a final "Pre-Design Review" to ensure total 
accuracy. 
 

​Re-measure all key dimensions to ensure consistency across the data set. 
​Cross-check the width of opposite walls (the back wall width should equal the 
front wall segments plus the door opening). 

​Confirm every single measurement is recorded to the nearest 1/8". 
​Take high-resolution photos of the space, focusing specifically on corners, sloped 
ceilings, and any obstacles identified in Step 5. 

Support and Next Steps 
With your verified measurements in hand, you are ready to use the Hi-Tech 3D Design Tool or 
our online configurator to build your custom closet. 
 
If you have technical questions or require assistance during the measurement process, please 
reach out to our design team: 

 

Contact Method Details 

Phone +1 (833) 777-8520 

Email info@hi-techclosets.com 

Business Hours Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (MDT) 
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